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adsorbent columns and fractionation by thin-layer chromatography. Fatty acids were identified by two-
dimensional gas chromatography-mass spectrometry and could be quantified by external calibration of the mass
spectrometer. The distribution of stearic acid between cheese and milk fat was analyzed in the following cheese
varieties: AO (extra fresh cow, A), PI (piedmontese, B), PIM (piedmontese, C), and AIM (artisanal, D).
Although the distribution varied between varieties, it did not follow a simple pattern. The overall stearic acid
content of milkfat in the present study ranged from 2 to 3.2% of total fatty acids.K-T. S. Raju K-T.S. Raju is an
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